Introduction/Purpose: Hallux valgus (HV) is the most common conditions affecting the forefoot. Typically, the patient's main concern is a prominent medial eminence (bunion) with difficulty with shoe wear and the cosmetic appearance of the toe. Patient satisfaction following HV correction surgery is between 73-94% however a poor cosmetic result can have a negative impact on the post-operative outcome. There is surprisingly a dearth of knowledge in the forefoot literature exploring the impact of cosmesis on the subjective outcome following HV surgery. The purpose of this prospective, blinded, randomized trial is to determine whether showing patients a preoperative photograph would improve post-operative satisfaction following HV corrective surgery.
